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CENTER FOR INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION AND LANGUAGES




ONLINE COURSES IN ESL AND SPANISH
ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE
North Harris College Language Center in partnership with Distance Learning, Inc. welcomes you to our online PEAK English course. Now you can improve your vocabulary, grammar, listening, reading, writing, and speaking skills, all from your computer. You can also get daily report cards that demonstrate your progress and earn an English Language Certificate upon successful completion of the course.

You can access our customized learning site to:

· Learn about our online courses. 

· Take an online placement test to determine which course is best for you. 

· Register for the appropriate online course. 

· Begin your studies from a password protected Home Page. 

· View your report cards to review your strengths and weaknesses. 

· Interact with classmates and teachers through voice and text chat, message boards and email. 

· Utilize a full suite of study aids — tools and materials. 

· Take your final exam. 

· Earn a certificate of completion. 

· Receive timely information and news from North Harris College.
Online memberships gives you access to world class English language learning content and come in two types: Student Membership and Community Membership.

Core Lessons

Core Lessons are the focus of your online English studies. The lessons contain vocabulary, picture, grammar, and listening sections. Each Core Lesson is based on a different theme and covers a different grammar structure. After every three Core Lessons, additional exercises are automatically suggested and provided to help you improve your understanding of language structures you have had difficulty with.

Listening Skill Builders

Listening Skill Builders test and improve your ability to understand spoken English. These Skill Builders begin with pre-listening exercises to prepare you for the vocabulary and grammar used in the spoken dialogues or monologues of the lessons. Each Skill Builder ends with a true/false listening comprehension quiz and a dictation. 

Reading Skill Builders

Reading Skill Builders help to improve your reading comprehension and increase the strength of your vocabulary. Each Reading Skill Builder is based on a different theme and starts with a reading tip. At the end of each exercise, there are three multiple-choice questions about the reading selection. 

Coaching Exercises

Coaching Exercises provide extra grammar practice and help you to stop making the same mistakes over and over again. In these exercises, it is immediately explained why you answered a question incorrectly. There are over 100 Coaching Exercises. Your online English advisor recommends a new Coaching Exercise after every three Core Lessons but you can practice any of them whenever you like. 

Active Grammar

Active Grammar is a series of short, simulated classroom experiences that include audio and video to demonstrate different grammar structures in the English language. 

Report Cards

Your online English Report Card monitors your progress as you study online. The report card lets you see what your strengths and weaknesses are, and review the lessons that you have taken. After every three lessons, your online English advisor recommends additional exercises. These recommendations are based on the scores in your Report Card. 

Certificate of Completion

The Certificate of Completion shows that you completed all the Core Lessons and Skill Builders in the online English course. 

Online Notebook

This electronic notebook lets you keep notes and vocabulary lists at your fingertips. Store any information you think is useful and helpful, and have it available to you the next time you return to your homepage. 

Grammar Guides

Your online English course has two grammar guides that cover all aspects of the English language. The Quick Guide provides short descriptions and examples of different grammatical functions and structure. The Complete Guide provides in-depth analysis of grammatical functions and structures and even more examples. 

ProofReader™

ProofReader™ is an interactive online writing correction tool. Submit writings to a teacher via ProofReader™ and your teacher can correct your paper and return it to you with all your errors outlined and suggestions for better writing in the future. 

Student Advisor

Your Student Advisor guides you through your online English course. You can check with your advisor to see where you are in your online English course and get special study tips. 

In addition, you have complete access to the Community membership activities described below.

COMMUNITY MEMBERSHIP

Chat Rooms
PEAK Chat is a real-time Internet chat room available 24 hours a day. At scheduled times there will be teachers here leading discussions and answering any questions that you have.

Talk Back
Talk Back is an interactive voice message board that lets you practice speaking and work on your pronunciation skills. Talk to your teacher and other students from around the world. You only need a microphone or headset to start. Have fun!!

PEAK Forums
The PEAK Forum is a collection of bulletin-board discussion groups on a variety of interesting topics that let you communicate with people around the world. You can browse the messages, add your own message, or send email to people who have posted messages. (Non-members can view messages, but cannot post.)

· Topic of the Week

One of our greatest resources are grandparents. They are full of wisdom and experience and are links to our past. In most countries, grandparents are deeply respected and honored. They are taken into their children's homes when they can't take care of themselves so easily. They provide their grandchildren with unconditional love. Write about what makes your grandparents so special. 
· School News

Find out the latest news from North Harris College.
· Ms. Grammar

Ask questions about grammar and get answers from other students or from Ms. Grammar, our grammar expert. Or just drop by to see what other students are talking about. You might learn something interesting or even be able to help someone else. 

· The Sports Scene
This group is where you can post messages about sports and hobbies. Which sports do you like? Do you prefer to watch or play? Oh, you're not an athlete at all? Then let's talk about hobbies and other things that people do in their free time.
· Mr. Idiom

"I haven't seen her in a month of Sundays..." What do you think this means? Can you guess? Every language has expressions like this. This is the place where you can learn about idioms in English, or share some of the idioms from your own language with your friends. 

· In the News
Are you up to date with the news and events going on in the world? Do you know what's happening on the other side of the ocean? If you want to discuss current events (or just come by and see what people have to say) this is the place. 

· Where in the World?

Have you ever wondered what it's like to live in Korea, or Russia, or Colombia? What kind of holidays do they celebrate in other parts of the world? Maybe you're thinking of traveling soon and need some advice from a native. Ah! This is the place to find it.

· Pen-Pals
With the PEAK Pen Pals list, you can find a friend almost anywhere in the world. You can also list yourself so that others can find you. Practice your English while having an international experience. Where else can you find new friends from around the world all in one place?

Your PEAK Membership also gives you

· Coaching exercises

· Games

· Dictionary

· Reference Material

· Personal Notebook

· The Bookstore

· Useful Links

Coaching Exercises

Coaching Exercises provide extra grammar practice and help you to stop making the same mistakes over and over again. In these exercises, it is immediately explained why you answered a question incorrectly. There are over 100 Coaching Exercises. Your online English advisor recommends a new Coaching Exercise after every three Core Lessons but you can practice any of them whenever you like. 

Games

Online English Adventures are a series of games based on real-life situations such as taking a ride in a New York City taxi. When playing these games, you are put in different situations and must interact with the game's characters by giving appropriate answers to certain questions. Each activity is specially designed to help you in everyday situations. 

Dictionary

PEAK English members have access to the online Cambridge Dictionary of American English at all times to look up new or difficult words, or to check their spelling. A student just clicks on the "Dictionary" button and types in the word he or she is looking for.

Reference Guides


PEAK English has two grammar guides that cover all aspects of the English language. The Quick Guide provides short descriptions and examples of different grammatical functions and structure.
The Complete Guide provides in-depth analysis of grammatical functions and structures and even more examples.

Slang

Online English Slang gives you a new American slang word each day illustrated with humorous images. This helps you understand the idiomatic and colorful expressions used in everyday spoken and written English. You can review the dictionary, add words to your notebook, and ask the Slang Expert the meaning of words you hear in songs, movies, and conversations. 

Lingo360

Lingo360 is an online, multimedia, educational magazine designed to improve your English. The articles in Lingo360 focus on international pop culture and feature illustrations, sound files, and dynamic vocabulary lists to help you increase your listening skills and vocabulary usage. Practice your English with fun articles, essays, and reviews. You can listen to the articles, and talk about what you read in the Forums! Categories include New York, Music, Movies, Fiction, and Weird Things.

Take a look at our website and try out some of the activities at http://nhc.dli.com/
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

How will I receive my lessons, quizzes and assignments?

Each course comes complete with an online classroom. You will be able to use your web browser to access the online classroom and obtain your lessons, tutorials, demonstrations, reference materials, quizzes, and assignments. 
 

What happens if I have a question?

An interactive discussion area accompanies each of your lessons. When you need help with a lesson, all you have to do is post your question or inquiry in the appropriate course discussion area, where the instructor, his or her teaching assistant, or one of your fellow students will respond. 
 

How is taking an Internet course different from classroom instruction?

In today's fast-paced world, many of us find it difficult to take time away from work and family to attend school. One of the primary advantages of our Internet workshops is that you can "attend class" in the comfort and convenience of your own home and office. All you have to do is log into your online classroom when you are good and ready to read your lessons, complete your quizzes and assignments, or communicate with your instructor and fellow students. Our Internet courses fit into your schedule: you can take them before breakfast, during lunch, late at night, or at any other time you find convenient--the choice is yours!
 

Which Internet browser do I need for these online English Courses? 

You need Netscape Navigator or Microsoft Internet Explorer, version 4.0 or higher, to use this online course. If you are an AOL customer, you should have the latest version of their browser. You can download any one of these browsers for free. 
 

Do I need any special software for these courses? 

You need RealAudio in order to complete listening exercises. It is available from RealAudio at no charge. In order to play the interactive games in these courses, you need Macromedia's current Shockwave Player. This is also free download. When you begin your online English course, you will be told whether or not you have all the necessary software to continue. If you do not, you will be directed to the proper Web sites to download what you need. All software needed to take these courses is free of charge.
 

What hardware do I need for these courses?

Minimum System Requirements 

· 90 Mhz Pentium (or equivalent) or PowerPC (Macintosh) processor 

· 16 MB of RAM 

· Sound Card 

· A 28.8 Kbps modem 

ON-LINE SPANISH COURSE

All courses run for six weeks. You will be granted access to two lessons each week for six weeks. Each lesson will be accompanied by a short, multiple-choice quiz. You are expected to try and complete each quiz within ten days from when the lesson is released.

Some lessons will also be accompanied by an assignment that has been designed to give you a hands-on application of the skills taught in that lesson. You will be granted ten days to complete each assignment, you will be provided with the tools you'll need to self-evaluate your work. The course will conclude with a final exam. You will have ten days after your course ends to submit the final for evaluation.

There's a ten-day grace period built right into each of our quizzes and final exams. As long as you can live with that ten-day time frame, you can read each lesson at your leisure, and complete each assignment when it is convenient for you. That's the beauty of taking an online course--they're designed to fit your schedule--not your instructor's!

If you start to fall behind, we are more than willing to grant you an automatic two-week extension at any time. You are not required to attach a reason to your extension request, but we can grant no more than one extension per course. You will be given instructions on how to request an extension when your course begins.

Each course comes complete with an online classroom. You will be able to use your web browser to access the online classroom and obtain your lessons, tutorials, demonstrations, reference materials, quizzes, and assignments. 

An interactive discussion area accompanies each of your lessons. When you need help with a lesson, all you have to do is post your question or inquiry in the appropriate course discussion area, where the instructor, his or her teaching assistant, or one of your fellow students will respond. 

We are firmly convinced that the best way to learn a new skill is to teach it to others. If you know the answer to a discussion area question, you are strongly encouraged to offer your assistance.

Our quizzes use a diminishing multiple-choice format. When you miss a question, you will receive an explanation as to why your answer was incorrect. You are then expected to do the research needed to find the correct answer. You will retain the material much better if you take the responsibility for answering our questions instead of relying on us to answer them for you.

Like books, much of the information in our Internet courses will be conveyed to you in writing. But the similarities between books and our Internet workshops end there. In particular:

· We believe that computer skills are best acquired by coupling hands-on experience with information and expert advice. Each of our lessons comes complete with a quiz that has been carefully designed to reinforce the material covered in your lesson. Each quiz will be evaluated instantly and returned to you with meaningful feedback. In addition, many of your lessons will be accompanied with meaningful assignments that have been expertly crafted to give you practical hands-on experience with the material covered in your course. After you complete each assignment, you will be provided with all the information you need to self-evaluate your work and assess your own strengths and weaknesses. 

· What’s more, our workshops are crafted to exploit the interactive nature of the Internet, virtually ensuring that all of your course-related questions are answered! During the course, you will remain in constant contact with your instructor, his or her teaching assistant, and your fellow students. Although most computer books are great at force-feeding you expert advice, none can give you the practical experience and level of interaction delivered by just one of our Internet workshops! 

· Because of the frenzied rate of change in the computer industry, keeping up with technology is becoming exceedingly difficult. Since many computer books are written many months before they are published, much of the material in these books is often out-of-date by the time the books hit the store shelves. The dynamic nature of the Internet makes it easy for us to frequently update the material you receive so that our Internet workshops are as timely, topical, and up-to-date as today’s newspaper!  

In today’s fast-paced world, many of us find it difficult to take time away from work and family to attend school. One of the primary advantages of our Internet workshops is that you can "attend class" in the comfort and convenience of your own home and office. All you have to do is log into your online classroom when you are good and ready to read your lessons, complete your quizzes and assignments, or communicate with your instructor and fellow students. Our Internet courses fit into your schedule: you can take them before breakfast, during lunch, late at night, or at any other time you find convenient--the choice is yours! 

Please understand that online courses are not for everybody. Although you will remain in constant contact with your instructor and your classmates through the course discussion areas, learning over the Internet is essentially a solitary activity. If you prefer face-to-face interaction or find it difficult to complete your lessons in a timely manner, you will probably fare better in a classroom environment.

You can access our website at http://www.ed2go.com/biztrain
PAGE  
1

[image: image1.wmf]